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Eleven 

This is Dek Unu Magazine. In Esperanto, dek unu means 
"eleven." Eleven Images from a single artist. Eleven artists in 
eleven solo issues each year. 

Dek Unu publishes the work of a new photoartist in each issue. The 
artist's work and words are featured alone and in individual focus as 
the sole purpose for each issue of the magazine. Unlike other arts 
and letters magazines which might look for work from a variety of 
artists to support an editorial staffs theme, at Dek Unu, theme and 
imagery are always each artist's own. 

This Month 

Jamie Johnson has spent 20 years as a professional 
photographer specializing in documentary projects involving 
children. She has photographed children from Laos to Cuba, from 
the Amazon to India. This project, constructed over repeated 
visits to Ireland, focuses on Irish Travellers, the much-maligned 
and isolated ethnic minority that has alternately withdrawn from 
and fought against discrimination for centuries 

Beneath the divisions and distinctions of adult reality, Johnson 
finds a universality in the world of children and her work 
celebrates the faces of the next generation of Travellers. These 
black and white environmental portraits show these kids as they 
are, both guarded and open, both private and proud, and as they 
want to be seen, candid and confident, stylish and strong. 

> 




Biddy 


Unlike most children, Traveller kids are unable to refer to a history book to learn about their ancestors. 
Their history comes from their families, their traditions and their lifestyle. Travellers, like many other 
persecuted Indigenous people, have either been depicted inaccurately or disappeared entirely from the 
records of the majority culture. They preserve their cultural identity and lifestyle by oral history, a 
separate language, and a tradition in which family life and ethnic heritage are central. 

















Kittens, Cigarettes, and Gucci 


I was walking to a local store to get a coffee or soda after photographing one of my favorite Traveller 
families in their caravan. As I was looking for a shop, I saw this grandma and three children at a bus stop. 
They sat there exactly as you see in the photo, just staring at me. I stopped and laughed and then 
asked the grandma if I could please take a photo. Her words exactly, "Of course! Just don't get me in 
the photo and please tag me on Facebook!" And that's exactly what I did. 







Boys and Toys 


I think, for nearly every image here, I know the family, the child, the mum. I'm not interested in just 
taking a photo, I want to know who the person is, their name, their story. I want to connect, otherwise 
a photo has no meaning to me. 












Black Eye 


In 2016, one out of three Travellers who were willing to respond reported some form of harassment, 
threats of violence, offensive gestures, in appropriate staring, racist comments online and in person. 
Traveller children who go to school are frequently segregated, threatened, and under-served and three 
of five quit school at the secondary level. It is not surprising that the community has been willing to 
fight to protect itself. 








At 15 


Although Traveller girls wear very promiscuous-looking clothes at parties, communions, proms and 
weddings, their morals do not reflect this. Travelling communities believe in the principle of no sex 
before marriage and girls who break this code are considered dirty and risk being left on the shelf. 
Unmarried young men and women are not allowed to socialize alone together because of the emphasis 
on female chastity. 













Willie and Grampa 


Willie is a young boxer. He is incredibly talented and is being watched by local news crews and is hoping 
to make the next level of fighting. His dad died and he lives in a small but beautiful vintage caravan 
with his grandparents. He is very kind and very grateful for everything he has. Sometimes he has had 
trouble with bullying at school, but lately he has found himself some non-Traveller friends at school. 









Rocky 


Rocky is an 11-year-old professional bare-knuckle fighter. The oldest son among eight kids, he's quite 
a celebrity in the Traveller community for his fights. He's tough as nails, and, yes, was named after 
Rocky Balboa. His sisters were my besties, but he was always pretty busy hitting the bag. 







Priscilla and Tommy 


There are many difficult things about Travellers' lives, but some of them live in especially harsh con¬ 
ditions. Many families live with no running water and no trash pick up. There are about 25,000 Travellers 
in Ireland (less than 1% of the total population) and nearly one quarter of them live in caravan 
sites by the side of the road, without regular refuse collection or running water. They suffer higher 
mortality rates than the settled population, as well as restricted access to education and healthcare. 








Charlotte 


It is with an honest heart that I hope to show that these beautiful children have great hopes and goals 
and work every day to reach their dreams, no matter how hard they have to fight the racism and 
stereotypes that have been placed on them for centuries. A child is an innocent, happy, precious part 
of the world and should be loved and accepted and encouraged no matter where or how they live. 












Going to the Fair 


As a mother of two young women, I know how to talk to children and parents. Being a mom greatly 
benefits my work; for the short amount of time I am able to be with them, I see these young kids 
through their mothers' eyes. I feel a great responsibility as an artist and as a woman to show these 
kids in their own worlds being themselves. 
















O'Cofinor Sisters 


In my first two trips to Ireland, the extended O'Connor family was one of my favorite families to visit, 
They really took me in and welcomed me. I learned everything about all the kids and cousins and 
weddings and funerals. I really bonded with the matriarch, and one of the younger girls, Annmarie, 
became my insider to meet all the kids around the area. On my third trip to Ireland, they were no¬ 
where to be found. I asked around a lot and recently found out that this beautiful little blonde got 
married in a big, gorgeous Traveller wedding two years ago and, last year, had a baby girl. 












Artist Interview - Jamie Johnson 

Welcome, Jamie. "Growing up Travelling" describes both this 
series and your work as a photo-artist. 

I have spent 20 years traveling the world photographing children I 
have always been interested, as a mom of two girls, in how children 
are raised throughout the world I’ve photographed through India, 
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Bali, Mongolia, Mexico, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Amazon tribes in South America, as well as many European 
countries. My repeat trips to Ireland brought me closer to Traveller 
families, and I really needed to continue to return, to see these kids 
over and over again, as I felt a bond that I wasn’t ready to let go of 



Mongolia 

How have you found that Irish Traveller kids compare to others 
you've worked with in other places? 

Honestly, the beauty of children is universal Kids are kids; they love 
to play, and discover, and learn, and grow. Some children have 
harder lives, struggling with poverty, or abuse, or racism. To me all 
children have the same love, and hope, and dreams. 



Travellers are almost always misportrayed in the media. What 
is their life like when seen from the inside? 

It’s complicated for me to answer. I am not a Traveller and don’t 
want to speak for them. I know life is not easy; they are not treated 
with any respect by other citizens or the government. They suffer 
from a lot of criticism and judgment and stereotypes, and they are 
not allowed to be proud of their lives by outsiders. It’s sad and 
heartbreaking and very wrong. 

With good reason, Travellers are self-isolating. How did you 
overcome their initial reluctance to be photographed. 

It is a tricky community, as they are so used to being treated badly 
by non-Travellers. They want to protect their lives and lifestyles from 
racist outsiders who wish to hurt them or call the police or 
government to complain about their living on the land. My intentions 
are always honest, and I connect well with moms and children. Most 
importantly, my goal has been to share their story and hope for a 
better understanding of the lives and culture they share. Combating 
discrimination and helping with compassion is what I want for all of 
these families. 

You started young as a photographer. 

I have always had a camera. Long before I ever considered 
myself a photographer, I photographed everything. Back in middle 
school and high school, if my friends had a birthday, they could 
always count on getting photos from me. If we went to a concert or 
street fair, I was always taking photos. When I went to NYU, in 
order to buy food and essentials, I started taking headshots for 
actors. I have always had a camera in my backpack. But it wasn't 
until my late 20’s that I realized that this was my passion and 
perhaps I should get serious about it. 

Are you analog? Digital? Both?? 

I started with film back the 80’s...110,120, 35mm, etc., etc. It took 
me a few extra years to transition to digital when it became all the 
rage. The black and whites were just not good enough for 


those first few years; but, eventually, technology caught up and so 
did I. Then, in 2007,1 discovered wet plate collodion and back I went 
into the darkroom, loving the tactile process and the chemical smells. 
I still photograph a lot in collodion, but for my travel photography, it's 
just not an option. Sorry, long answer. I love everything - still shoot 
film with my Leica and Hasselblad, and I also have the Canon 5DM4, 
and dozens of wooden 5x7 and 8x10 cameras for my collodion. I’m 
a bit of a camera hoarder, from Leica to Holga. 



India 


I built a darkroom in what was once my master bathroom, and I use 
a carport as my studio when I shoot from home. Not fancy by any 
means, but it works perfectly for me. 

Did you learn the craft in formal classes? Teach yourself? 

I took darkroom printing in high school. When I was in college, I used 
to rent the dark room to print my own photos as well as random 
headshots for friends. When I went professional, I went back into the 
darkroom at local rental places until I built my own. My training 
continues forever, as technology and the world grows around us. I 
am constantly learning. 






Mentor(s) or influences? Who deserves a shout out? 

Two women; Julia Dean and Aline Smithson. 

When I first started working as a full-time photographer, I think I 
was the only female photographer I personally knew. It was a bit 
lonely and I never had the confidence to think my work was 
strong enough. I met so many male photographers who asked 
me if I was a wedding photographer or newborn photographer, 
as if those were my only options. Then one day I met Julia 
Dean. She owns the Los Angeles Center of Photography, which 
back then was called the Julia Dean Photography Workshops. 
She brought me into her world of Los Angeles photographers. I 
was a pretty good photographer back then and had been 
earning a living taking pictures for many years, but I still lacked 
confidence. So I signed up for every class she had! Darkroom 
printing, photojournalism, headshots, travel photography, pin 
hole, advertising, studio lighting, night photography, portraiture, 
platinum printing, still life and...wet plate collodion. In turn, I met 
the most amazing community of photographers in Los Angeles. I 
was once alone in my world, but now I was surrounded by like 
minds and new friendships and, finally, I had the confidence to 
master just about anything, or at least to try. 

Second: Aline Smithson, the kindest most generous 
photographer and mentor I ever met. I was at a place in my 
career where I was working so much that I didn’t know how to 
stop and remember how to enjoy photography. My jobs had 
become my life. 

Aline taught me the importance of making work for myself and 
how to really enter the world of Fine Art, a huge step in my life 
and career that took my work to a different level. Aline taught me 
how to get my work published and shown in magazines and 
galleries and changed the direction of my career forever. 


Tliere's an impressive list of gallery and museum exhibits on 
your website. 

There is something about a print on the wall that really speaks 
about your work. I love looking at other photographers’ work in 
person. The presentation and the quality of a print can never be 
fully seen on the internet. I’m hoping to be able to show the prints 
from my book in a few solo shows in the new year. 

"Growing up Travelling" is scheduled to be released as a 
hardcover book this month. 

It is my first monograph and will be released by the German 
photobook publisher, Kehrer Verlag. Kehrer Verlag, one of very few 
independent publishing houses in Germany, is known for the quality 
of its work. I’m very glad to be able to work with them. 

Professor Mary Burke, from the University of Connecticut, is 
your collaborator on the book. How did you get together? 

I was actively searching out experts on Irish Travellers when I came 
across her name. I reached out to her and told her about my 
project. She was interested so we met on Skype. She talked with 
my publisher as well and added some great ideas and insights for 
my book. I’m so happy that she was willing to participate in my 
project. We have yet to meet in person, but we look forward to it. 

There is also an impressive number of "projects" on your 
website. Looks like a full bookshelf in the future! 

Ha ha, yes, I really need to edit my website; it’s just hard as each 
project was a baby of mine. It’s hard to delete. I should get on it! 

You're so prolific; where do your ideas come from? How does 
your creativity work? Planning? Or serendipity? 

I’m always getting crazy ideas, some work out and some don’t. It’s 
important to make the time in the hustle and bustle of life. I carve 


out time each week or month to work on a project. I literally 
block it out in my datebook. So I am always trying something 
out, a new idea or a new technique. I currently have a bathtub 
full of prints hanging to dry on a project that I'm not quite sure 
where it's going yet, but I'm enjoying the process. I also plan a 
few trips a year to continue my documentary work on children. 



Selfie-Priscilla,Nikita,Philomena,in Ireland 


Among all of them, do you have a project that was 
especially enjoyable? Or one that's especially difficult? 

If I'm working with kids, my work is always enjoyable. My 
project "Vices" was all shot as wet plate collodion with 
children ranging in age between 3 and 9. The light-sensitive 
material for wet plate collodion is very slow-responding 
compared to film. Each shot required young kids to hold still 
for a 10-second exposure. That was hard. One of the plates 
has a child and a dog in it... 

Even with treats, getting a sharp 10-second exposure with 
dogs is nearly impossible! 



You are both an artist and an art collector, right? 

The walls in every room in my house are covered with photography, 
Honestly, I am out of wall space and either need to stop buying art 
or get a bigger house. I do not hang any of my own work, my walls 
are all photographers I love and admire or photos that inspire me to 
be a better photographer. I think collecting and becoming a 
photographer went hand in hand for me. I really can't remember 
which came first. 

Do you have a theme for your collection or a particular style 
that you look for when you’re "shopping?" 

I have a bit of a theme for my collection, not on purpose, but I buy 
what I love. I would say 80 percent of my collection is black and 
white photos with children as subjects. Some of the photos in my 
collection are by very well-known photographers. To buy those, I've 
saved for months, just because I hM to have them. Others I have 
found, over the years, in bins of vintage photos at flea markets, 
particularly in London and in France. Some I have bought from 
upcoming contemporary photographers that I have seen at art 
fairs, and sometimes I trade photos with photographers I admire. 
The rest of my collection is made up of antique photos or alternative 
process photography, from early daguerreotypes to photograms. I 
really do love photography! 

Your book, prints, and commission sales are all available on 
your website. But you also have gallery representation? 

I am very lucky to have a gallery in California and a gallery in 
France representing my work. It's very important for an artist to not 
to try to go it alone in selling his or her own work. Most artists are 
not good at it, and an objective professional eye is so important. I 
think participating in portfolio reviews is the best way to get seen by 
galleries. 



So, having traveled to the far comers of the world in your 
work, do you have a favorite place? 

I love everywhere. And my favorite is the next place I've never 
been. 



May we share your links so we can keep in touch? 
Website: 

jamlejohnsonphotography.com/ 

E-Mail: 

jamiejohnsonphotography [at] msn [dot] com 
Print sales Inquiries: 

Info [at] duncanmillergallery [dot] com 
Instagram: 

https://www.lnstagram.com/jamiejohnsonphotography/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/jamiejohnsonphotography 

Linkedin: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamie-johnson-1198278/ 



Dek Unu Magazine, a division of Dek Unu Arts, publishes and promotes fine art photography 
as a not-for-profit entity located at 1618 San Silvestro Drive, Venice, Florida, United States of 
America. Dek Unu Magazine, ©2018, 2019, 2020 Dek Unu Arts, all rights reserved. Unless 
noted copyrights for included images are owned by the artists and used by permission. 

Dek Unu Magazine publishes eleven monthly editions online at https://www.dekunumag.com 
and in print on demand through Magcloud, a division of Blurb, Inc. Please see guidelines for 
submissions at https://www.dekunumag.com/submit and direct questions regarding the publi¬ 
cation process to dekunumag@gmail.com. Other correspondence: dekunuarts@gmail.com. 
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